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Spring in the Air

While the official first day of Spring is still eleven days off, the wild things know better. Millions of
birds are already on the move. The greater sandhill cranes are returning from their winter range on the
Lower Colorado River. Mountain bluebirds are moving in great foraging flocks through low valley
sagebrush and greasewood habitats on their way north. Turkey vultures are gliding in and setting up
communal night roosts in large cottonwood trees.....probably wondering why they ever left Argentina.
Vultures, not unlike our native reptiles, are rather ‘poikilothermic’ or ‘cold-blooded’. As such, they
require a warm morning sun to fire up their metabolic engines. Often, this time of year, one can see
vultures, while perched, using their 69-inch wing spans as photon collectors, turning like great daffodils

in morning sunlight.

Already, golden eagles and great horned owls are feeding hatched young and many of our smaller birds of
prey are busy initiating nesting territories and incubating clutches. As if on cue, Great Basin ground
squirrels were seen yesterday making their first tentative forays from their earthen hibernation dens,
looking up, always up for that winged menace of their nightmares. Perhaps it’s a good thing our own
primate lineage did not share the earth with Pterosauria. Some larger pterodactyl wings spanned 480

inches.
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Six sub-adult bald eagles perch in single cottonwood snag along the South Fork Humboldt River,
Elko County, Nevada, March 2011 (Photo File, Bristlecone Audubon).

Even though spring is well on its way, many of our wintering birds are still hanging on for one or two last
meals in Nevada’s lowlands prior to heading north and uphill to their respective breeding grounds. This

makes the winter/spring transition an exceptional time for birding northern Nevada.



Part of communal foraging flock of 165 wintering rosy finches, Elko County, Nevada, March 2011.
Photo includes mixed flock of black rosy finches and two subspecies of gray-crowned rosy finches;
the Hepburn’s Rosy Finch (L.t.littoralis) from the northern Rocky and Cascade Mountains as well
as the Interior Rosy Finch (L.t.dawsoni) from the Sierra and White Mountains.
(Photo File, Bristlecone Audubon).

And speaking of wintering birds, Lois Ports has been tabulating Elko Christmas Bird Count numbers
since 1990. Table 1 is her summary going back to 2005. The full table can be viewed at our Website.

Tentative Calendar for early 2011

March 16 Commensal Symbiosis: Red-naped Sapsuckers and Silver-haired Bats NDOW 6:30pm
April 16 Buzzard Saturday Road Kill BBQ Lamoille Grove 4:00pm
May 28-30 Birds Gone Wild Ruby Lake

Please send submissions to: pbradley@ndow.org, P.V. Bradley, Newsletter Editor, Bristlecone Audubon

Natural History: Turkey Vultures spotted: 6 March 2011- Battle Mountain (Larry Teske), 8 March 2011-
Elko (Ann Haglund), 9 March 2011-Newark Valley (Bristlecone Staff).
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Table 1. Elko Christmas Bird Count Summary, 2005 to 2010. (Table Courtesy of Lois Ports).

SPECIES 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005
COMMON LOON 0 0 0 0 0 1
W. GREBE 0 0 0 0 0 0
PIED-BILLED GREBE 0 0 0 6 0 0
EARED GREBE 1 0 0 0 0 0
GRT. BL. HERON 1 0 0 5 2 0
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRUMPETER SWAN 0 0 0 0 0 0
TUNDRA SWAN 0 0 6 1 0 0
SNOW GOOSE 0 0 0 cow 0 0
CANADA GOOSE 275 557 303 479 316 488
GREATER WHITE FRONTED GOOSE 0 0 3 CwW 0 0
WOOD DUCK 0 0 1 0 0 5
GREENWING TEAL 0 18 0 40 3 26
MALLARD 67 186 60 83 110 88
PINTAILS 0 0 0 30 5 36
BLUE WING TEAL 0 0 0 0 6 8
CINNAMON TEAL 0 0 0 0 0 0
N. SHOVELER 0 0 0 20 30 7
GADWALL 4 0 6 7 23 3
WIGEON 0 0 0 6 0 43
CANVASBACK 0 0 0 0 0 0
REDHEAD 0 0 4 43 0 4
RING-NECKED DUCK 1 2 4 73 45 4
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GREAT-TAIL GRACKLE 30 65 44 22 10 8
GRAY-CROWN ROSY FINCH 144 59 105 1 145 35
BLACK ROSY FINCH 21 11 22 0 25 0
CASSIN'S FINCH 10 30 Cw 21 cw 13
HOUSE FINCH 259 487 320 216 113 97
UNIDENTIFIED FINCH 0 18 0 0 0 0
PINE SISKIN 26 23 102 28 0 23
COMMON REDPOLL 0 0 0 0 0 0
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 74 21 76 51 3 40
LESSER GOLDFINCH 64 12 7 20 48 41
RED CROSSBILLS 0 0 0 26 0 0
EVENING GROSBEAK 15 0 0 0 0 0
HOUSE SPARROW 3304 1608 1646 468 608 1029
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 8507 6617 5658 4553 2921 5120
TOTAL SPECIES 61 59 51 70 54 65




